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 ABSTRACT AND KEYWORDS 

  

 This project report has as objective the presentation and substantiation of the Project of 

the New Congress Centre of Lisbon, developed within the course Architecture Final Project II in 

collaboration with Lisbon’s City Council, throughout the 2015/2016 Academic Year. 

        Located in the central axis of the city, Eduardo VII Park was picked for this exercise as a 

possible target for the framing of a new congress centre. To design and create an infrastructure 

of such scale and relevance requires a broad reflection in which either the revitalization of this 

urban area, either its articulation with the city as well as with the infrastructures that it’s involved 

by, must be taken into account. Therefore, this project let to decisions in an urban wide scale, in 

which rethinking the public space was at all times acknowledged as a primary matter in the 

conception of the main architectural elements.   

        This project, in approach to the exercise, is guided by the conceptual principle of assuring 

the preservation of the identity of the park and its buildings, and at the same time accessing the 

demands of the large scale, in an effective manner 

        Consequently, the patrimony relevance of the existent building Carlos Lopes Pavilion is 

presumed, and from there, a necessity to reconvert and integrate this landmark in the conception 

of the design became evident. The pavilion represents the major vertical articulation within all 

levels of the new building, that will grow beneath it. 

        Concerning mobility, a crucial matter in the articulation with the city centre, it was 

fundamental to connect the subway station “Parque” with the main entrance of the building, 

creating a direct alignment situation which integrates the reception square and the main 

entrance of the building in Av. Sidónio Pais. 

        The most outstanding characteristic in this project is the close relation between the inside 

and outside space, public and private. The integration of the original layout of the park, a 

remarkable work by the Architect Keil do Amaral, with its urban implantation was thought as a 

whole, so that this new equipment would operate as a functional element in terms of accessibility 

and functional regeneration. The materialization is defined by transparency, giving a notion of 

continuity and therefore unity with its environment. 

        Beyond the spaces required by the exercise, the dialogue with new experiences in the 

park is also pursued, promoting different dynamics and creating new stimulus which pave the 

way to its revitalization. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 This project report has as objective the presentation and substantiation of the Project of 

the New Congress Centre of Lisbon, located in Eduardo VII Park, developed within the course 

“Projeto Final de Arquitetura” in collaboration with Lisbon’s City Council, throughout the 

2015/2016 Academic Year. 

 The design of this project, given to its dimension and relevance to the city, demanded the 

development of analysis and reflexion skills regarding the surroundings, as well as of the new 

dynamics to be developed on an urban wide scale. The aim was that this new infrastructure would 

contribute to the revitalization and development of the area, and that it would provide a new 

experience to everyone who visited it, especially to those who inhabit the city of Lisbon. 

An analysis of the physical and social characteristics of the area was led, to better 

understand the influences that the proposed location would have on the project. This analysis 

was sustained by a deep research of bibliographic elements, as well as by on-the-spot 

observation. At a first stage, this research allowed us to define the morphology of the land, as 

well as its adaptability to a new equipment and to new dynamics. Still on the aforementioned 

stage, a set of study cases that fitted into the premises of this project was selected, which allowed 

a comparative analysis to the initially proposed program.  Each thematic of this research was 

studied a shared by a number of work groups, that were part of the 2014/2015 class.  

Based on this information, it was then possible to begin the development of the proposal, 

that had at all times as guidelines the weaknesses and deficiencies identified in the intervention 

area and its surroundings. This second stage, of a more practical essence, was conducted in 

groups of two elements, with the support of the tutors to assess and debate all the stages of the 

development of the project.  

The presentation of the final project is done resorting to the initial study, to justify the 

main decisions and to communicate the project, validating its capacity to answer the aims of the 

premises of the exercise. 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

  
 Resembling other European capitals, this park was proposed in an urban plan that 

addressed the expansion of the city, during the end of the XIX century - General Improvements 

Plan in 1879, by the engineer Ressano Garcia. The Eduardo VII Park, at first named Liberty Park, 

delimits, in an extension of 25 hectares, the North Top of one of the principal structuring axis of 

the city of Lisbon, the Liberty Avenue. 

 As a space within the city, the Park is essential in an ecological point of view -  given its 

connection with the Monsanto Green Corridor, as well as in a functional perspective - due to its 

articulation with the economic, cultural and leisure centres that it is surrounded with. The 

configuration of this urban park has suffered some changes throughout the years, on the pursuit 

of new dynamics, in a way that it follows the metropolitan evolution and contributes with an 

actively to the development of the city. 

 



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK _ Eduardo VII Park Development  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Fig. 9 - 1879 – Demolition of the Public 
Sidewalk and building of Liberty Avenue 

Fig.1 - 1885 – Miguel Pais 
– Prolongation of Liberty 
Avenue roadway 

Fig. 2 - 1887 – Henry 
Lusseau – First Place of the 
international contest, of 
romantic character 

Fig. 3 - 1927 – Forrestier – 
Prolongation of the avenue, 
with a garden at the north end 

Fig. 4 - 1932 – Cristino da 
Silva – illustration of the 
square at the top of the 
park 

Fig. 5 - 1937 – José Lima 
Franco – Development of the 
1932 project, continuing to  
North. 

Fig. 6 - 1942 – Keil do Amaral – 
More similar to the current 
design, with the proposal of 
the City Palace, at north end. 

Fig. 7 - 1967 – George Meyer 
Hein – Project that follows-up 
Keil's designs, with a new 
northern extension.. 

Fig. 8 - 2017 –– Current plan 
of the Eduardo VII Park, 
based of Keil's project 

Fig. 10 - 1926 – Raul Carapinha, projector 
of the Cold-Greenhouse, which is 
concluded in 1930 and officially 
inaugurated three years later. 

Fig. 11- 1932 – Great Portuguese Industrial  
Exposition, inaugurated at the new park's 
pavilion, now called Carlos Lopes Pavilion. 

Fig.12 - 1959 – Inauguration of the Park 
subway station, one of the eleven original 
stations of the Lisbon Subway network. 

Fig.13 - 1980 – Book Market, occurring for 
the first time at the park, changing its 
dynamics. From then on, this annual 
market was permanently moved to 
Eduardo VII Park. 

Fig.14 - 2012 – Inauguration of Gonçalo 
Ribeiro Teles' project, initiated in 1977, 
which integrates the Eduardo VII Park in 
the Green Corridor, a corridor that 
connects it with the Monsanto Park. 



ANALYSIS OF THE INTERVENTION AREA 
  

From the top of Eduardo VII Park, the city center park, the sharp slope announces the 

Tagus River at the bottom of Lisbon’s urban profile. This, thought to a new urban reality, softens 

up the topographical difference, defining a new limit and potentiating a set of new possibilities 

to the development of the city. 

This park is part of an integrated area of an ecological structure, the Green Corridor of 

Monsanto. This corridor links the Restauradores Square to the Florestal Park of Monsanto. This 

consists of a structure which has the objective of assuring the good ecological functioning of the 

city, creating a system that agglomerates various substructures of green spaces, from different 

atmospheres, that operate as a whole. 

When inserted on the urban grid, the Eduardo VII Park, stands out not only for its 

centrality, but also by its prominent influence on the road organization. When you observe the 

plans of the park, its limits are clearly defined by structuring roadways to the mobility system of 

Lisbon. It is confined by Av. Sidónio Pais (Northeast), Av. Fontes Pereira de Melo (Southeast), Av. 

Eng. Duarte Pacheco and Alameda Edgar Cardoso (Southwest), and Alameda Cardeal Cerejeira 

(Northwest) that splits the park. The adjacent part, Northern, is delimited by the continuation of 

Av. Sidónio Pais (Northeast), Marquês da Fronteira Street (Northwest) and Castilho Street 

(Southeast). 

       Fig. 15 - Orthophotomap of the study area, Eduardo VII Park 
  



THE NEW CONGRESS CENTER 
  

The exponential growth of the business tourism in Portugal throughout the last years has 
revealed the need to project a new megastructure, a new Lisbon Congress Center, with the 
capacity to receive events of various scales and essences.  

In scope of the Final Project class, in articulation with the Lisbon City Council, it was 
suggested that we developed a new congress center, implanted in Eduardo VII Park. This project, 
due to its complexity and scale, required an urban wide reflexion. 

The suggested implantation area, the city park, proved to be extremely challenging, given 
the various poorly qualified monofunctional areas, the morphological dissimilarities, as well as 
the uncharacterized connections and fragilities of the articulation with the public space.  

The confrontation of the scale of the edification with the relevance of the area in the 
history of Lisbon, provides the area the potential to aggregate in itself the plurality of experiences 
of its surroundings, making this project a new multifunctional center of the city. 

However, to accomplish a union between the past and the present, there was a need to 
acknowledge the main confrontations and weakness of this new public space, interpreting them 
in a pragmatic and functional manner, creating new dialogues between the designed spaces and 
the current uses.  

The analysis of the place allowed the comprehension of the responsiveness and 
transformation of this public space to receive this new equipment. The architectural proposal was 
at all times based on the design of the territory and its morphology on the approach to the local, 
with the objective of a reading of unity and revitalization of identity. 

 

STRATEGY AND CONCEPT 

  
The New Congress Center of the Eduardo VII Park is guided by the conceptual principle 

of assuring the conservation of the identity of the park and its edification. The proposal of this 

architectural structure must assume the role of an urban development intervention, and not 

only the role of a megastructure, reinforcing its role on the integration and articulation.  

The identity confronts the permeability and decharacterization of articulations. The main 

doubts flourish from the seek of a reformulation of the park, the creation of new stimulations, to 

exalt the unity and balance of the inner values of the park’s history. Thus, a guideline arises, based 

on three premises: 

- Integration of the outstanding work by the architect Keil do Amaral on the intervention: 

the paths, investing on the urban implantation of the edificate so that it operates as a functional 

element in terms of accessibility and it functional regeneration. 

- Constant communication with the city and not only with those who experience the 

Congress Center, but also with those who experience the park as a public equipment. A strict 

relation between the exterior and interior spaces is seeked, the constant share of experiences, 

finding new connections, both physical and emotional. 

- Regeneration and total integration of the Carlos Lopes Pavilion on the new congress 

center, assuming the patrimonial importance and oneness of this building. 



 The sharp topography 
of this area of the park allows an 
articulation of the elevations of several 
key points of the project. The volume of 
the proposal will integrate the 
morphology of the park, attaining to 
not overrule the experiences provided 
by the green spaces. The integration of 
the woods will contribute to this 
dissimulation, essential to the 
dispersion of noises and to the creation 
of scenical situations.  

Fig. 16 – Model Southern Perspective 

 

 
Fig. 17 – Schematic profile of the proposal 

Still working on the shape, a continuity of the paths was seeked, extending its lines, and 

finding strategic points with the surroundings. Initially, the design seeked a direct alignment 

between the contact with the subway, and the interior of the park. 

 

 

CONGRESS CENTER AND REVITALIZATION OF THE PUBLIC SPACE 
 
 Currently, the revitalization of the cities, has as principal agent the urban rehabilitation. 

The urban rehabilitation goes way beyond the intervention on the edifications, going through the 

challenge of including several domains, translating the space/intervention in a complex 

multidisciplinary response. 

 The referred intervention constantly seeks to pose itself as a regenerating piece in terms 

of accessibilities and new stimulations on the park. The proposal affirms itself as a gesture of 

urban transformation, integrating a series of moments that contribute to the cohesion of this 

proposal, and to the perception of the space as a whole, having as main examples the congress 

center reception square, the redimensioning of the surrounding roads or the proposal of 

ephemeral installations associated with activities of the congress center and of the park. 



 Fig. 18 -  Adapted Cover Plan, Reception Square and Subway Station articulation 

 

 During the study of the main communication points with the city, there is an immediate 
encounter of the implantation area with the “Parque” subway station. With the design of the 
proposal and with the seek for a clear articulation with the city, the connection of the project 
with the station is determined as a priority. The encounter of its alignment with the Congress 
Center, will culminate in a new space, the Reception Square. 

 This square is designed to contribute to the distribution and articulation of those who live 

both spaces, either it be the park or the new congress center. On its design, a comfort to those 

who browse it was at all times seeked, in order to ease the circulation of all the transients.  

The building proposal, creates a platform at the height of the currently existent Carlos 

Lopes Pavilion, which faces the park, and enjoys the comfort of the woods’ shadow. This space is 

an exterior area that will become a part of the Eduardo VII Park, as a place of stay, contemplation 

and leisure. It’s in this same spot that the idea of possibly building ephemeral 

Pavilions/Installations arises. 

 

In architecture, be it more or less transitory, there will always exist a social component 

intrinsic to the project. In this case, the implantation of these pavilions in Eduardo VII Park, 

resembling the Serpentine Gallery initiative at Hyde Park, aims to assure the dynamization of the 

public space. 

The integration of a temporary pavilion in Eduardo VII Park is interpreted on this proposal 

as a response to the multidisciplinary needs of the park. The area designated to this structures is 

designed to articulate itself with the Carlos Lopes Pavilion, which integrates this proposal as a 

gallery for the New Congress Center.  

 

RECEPTION SQUARE 

 

SUBWAY STATION  
“Parque” 

Fig. 19 - Pavilion BIG, Serpentine Gallery, London 
2016 

Fig. 20 – Proposal Overview – Model photography 

 



SHAPE AND INTERNAL ORGANIZATION 
  
 The intervention proposal will be located on the East side of the park. This new edification 

does not wish to reduce the green areas of the park with its implantation, but rather to modify 

the arboreous density, to achieve the requalification of the area. Having in mind the previous 

strategies, the project will take on the commitments, going through several formal 

transformations. These transformations can be split into three main points: 

 - The trace of the curve that defines the auditorium e gives shape to the congress center. 

This design influenced the organizing strategy of the interior of the auditorium, and benefited 

from the environment it articulates with, raising the connection of the building with the park. 

 

Fig. 21 – Adapted Floor Plan 

 - The decision to bring to the surface the space destined to the Catering Room, at a height 

that allows the dialogue between the functions of this room with those of the restaurant 

“Botequim do Rei”. This decision allowed a higher permeability of the north end of the project. 

Due to its glass design, it is possible to benefit from the surroundings of the park, and decrease 

the extension of the underground area. 

- The intervention on the Carlos Lopes Pavilion was a long process. Its central volume 

suffered several changes during the development of the project. This is a key point of the project, 

in which the main vertical accessibilities are organized. It is where the foyer staircase unfolds 

itself, what allows a zenithal lighting of this space. 



Fig. 22 – Adapted Longitudinal Profile AA’  

 Regarding the internal organization of the proposal, a clear and simple articulation was 

seeked, enriched by the moments of discovery of the different areas of the project. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On the outside, the congress center adopts a pure and solid concretisation. Wrapping the 

whole facade of the building, glass is the regnant material on the contact with the surroundings. 

In the interior, there is a set of materials, glass transparencies, concrete and wood that 

allow a share of experiences and a merging of functions among the spaces. This atmospheres 

cohabit with the bare concrete that structures the edification and allows the creation of solid 

elements. 

 

 

Fig. 24 – intended Interior Environments and Catering Hall Image 

 

Fig. 23 – Distribution scheme of areas and functions  
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CONCLUSION | CRITICAL REFLECTION 
  
 This report had as objective the fundamentation of the main strategies of the project, 

created for the construction of the New Congress Center, at the Eduardo VII Park. The 

substantiation of this solution was based on a previous study, that consisted on the analysis of 

the study area and its surroundings, compiling its information concerning physical/environmental 

factors, mobility, morphology, edifications, and functional dynamics.  

During this initial stage of the project, the proposed program was also questioned. The 

arise of questions of a functional nature, led to a programmatic investigation of various study 

cases, to better understand its uses and which functions were crucial in an equipment of such 

scale. This critical process was in fact enriching to the project and to its academical development, 

given the determinant alteration of the initially proposed problem. Having finished this analysis, 

the need to resize the suggested areas was deduced, giving origin to a new program. This 

programmatic and conceptual investigation was the foundation that continuously guided the 

decisions of the proposal. 

The architectonic project kept, during the whole process, a strong urbanistic component, 

given to the local of the implantation, as well as to its scale. At that level, there was an attempt 

to achieve not only a more competent articulation with the city of Lisbon, but also to understand 

some of the weaknesses of the local, working on those, in a way to revitalize the park. The 

continuous seek for unity happens with the city, but also with the design of the park, trying to 

exalt its memory and identity. 

           There is a continuous preoccupation with the impact of the building on the green space, 

for that reason, highly permeable and transparent building solutions were regularly used, 

materializing the seek for continuity between the exterior and interior spaces of the edification. 

Evidence of this continuity is found all the way from the main entrance of the building, to the 

catering room, on the first floor, which reveals a light structure, that merges into the surrounding 

grove. 

There is, however, a moment in this project at which the edification arises and takes on 

its relationship with the pre-existent, the integration of the Carlos Lopes Pavilion. The conversion 

and requalification of the Pavilion of the Portuguese Industries, is a matrix strategy to the 

development of the whole project. Its striking integration does not have as principle the 

architectonic quality of the structure, but the memory that this edification transports and what it 

represents, as has already been defined. Its history in this project is articulated with new 

uses, defending the preservation of its image. 

When explored, the new dynamics of the park in dialogue with the uses of the congress 

center, a will to create a new moment happened: The implementation of temporary pavilions. 

Inspired on the concept of the serpentine gallery, from London. This new place in the city, would 

be destined to the inspiration of readers, students, artists or simply to any curious and emotional 

individual. The will to create this seasonal pavilions results in the creation of a narrative with the 

history of the place itself, given that its proposed implantation is near the Carlos Lopes Pavilion, 

which was itself a temporary pavilion at the time it was built.  

The project of the New Congress Center attains to extol it is intention of articulation and 

unity with the park through its shape, not only in a discreet manner, but in a clear seek for mutual 

enrichment.  

  

 


